
“Who Do You Say That I Am?” 

Matthew 16:13-19 

 



I. The Public Response to Jesus 
(vv. 13-14) 

A. “Who do men say that I am?” 

B.  In answering, the disciples left out some 
negatives. 

 - Some had said He was a glutton and a 
winebibber.  

 - Matt. 11:19, …. and they say, ‘Look, a glutton 
and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ 

 - Some said He was a demon-possessed. 

 - John 7:20, the people answered and said, 
“You have a demon.  Who is seeking to kill 
You?” 



I. The Public Response to Jesus 

C.  Some thought He was John the 

Baptist. 

 - Matt. 14:1-2, At that time Herod the 

tetrarch heard the report about Jesus  
2and said to his servants, “This is John 

the Baptist; he is risen from the dead, 

and therefore these powers are at work 

in him.” 



I. The Public Response to Jesus 

D.  Some thought He was Elijah. 

E. Some thought He was Jeremiah: His 

compassion; His tears.  

F.  Some thought He was one of the other 

prophets. 

 -“Sir, I perceive that You are a 

prophet.” (John 4:19) 



II. Peter’s Response to Jesus   
(vv. 15-17) 

A. “But who do you say that I am?” 

B.  The disciples were forced to make a 
decision. 

  “But who do you say that I am?” 

C.  Peter speaks: “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God”  

  “My Father who is in heaven” – has 
“revealed this to you.” (Matt. 16:17)   

D.  Peter’s confession, the result of more than 
weighing facts. 

 - John 6:44, “No one can come to Me unless 
the Father who sent Me draws him.”   



III. Our Personal Response to 

Jesus (vv. 15-17) 

A.  All are faced with this question today.  

  “But who do you say that I am?”   

B.  We are more privileged than the 
disciples.    

 “He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed.” (v.21) 

C.  But the same Lord works in our hearts 
to bring us to faith. 



Our Lord’s response to    

Peter’s faith  vv.18-19                                  

When we receive Christ, we get in on His 

plan for our lives. 

When we receive Christ, we receive the 

gift of eternal life. 

When we receive Christ, all the promises 

of God to us are YES and AMEN! 



Who is Jesus  

to you today?  


